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" From the Chair

The beginning of the new millennium has
been a busy time for the Seattle Section
Geotechnical Group. In the recent months, the
primary focus of the Group has been organizing
the annual Spring Seminar that was held on April
1, 2000 at the UW. Under the guidance of Bob
Metcalfe, the planning committee organized a
very successful and educational Spring Seminar. I
would like to thank once again all of the
individuals and their firms/organizations that
helped make the 2000 Spring Seminar a success.

For those that were not able to attend the
seminar, attendees benefited from the experience
of experts in the field of geotechnical
instrumentation, including keynote speakers
Gordon E. Green and P. Erik Mikkelsen. In
addition to the keynote speakers, the planning
committee put together a stellar lineup for the
remainder of the seminar including recent
geotechnical instrumentation case histories on the
Boston Red Line Tunnel, the Los Vaqueros and
Eastside Reservoirs in California, and the I-15
Reconstruction in Salt Lake City.  Several
presentations focused on common types of
geotechnical instrumentation, such as piezometers
and inclinometers, whereas. »ther presentations
focused on more specialized instrumentation
including automated data icquisition systems,
geosynthetics, and time dcmain reflectometry.
More than 20 vendors and exhibitors had displays
at the seminar as well.
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Thanks to everyone that has been involved
with the Geotech Group Planning Committee
meetings this year. Once again, we have had
excellent support from quite a few Seattle area
firms and practitioners. For those of you who are
not familiar with the Geotech Group Planning
Committee, the following list summarizes typical

- activities that the committee performs:

o Identifying speakers and coordinating the
monthly dinner meetings

s Reviewing geotechnical related issues that
affect the local professional practice

e Organizing the annual Spring Seminar

e Providing support for local universities (UW
and Seattle U) through funding, scholarships
and grants

e Disseminating information regarding
geotechnical related activities in the Pacific
Northwest

e Providing community service
We encourage a large cross section of Seattle

area firms to be represented at the Geotech Group

Planning Committee meetings. Through having a

lar = cross section of firms represented at the

me .tings, the Geotech Group can continu to

provide the qu.lity of programs and seminars that

we have becom< accustomed to, as well as remain

one of the mcre active professional societies in

the industry. T.ook around your firm/organization

and identify s meone to represent you on the

Geotech Grouy Planning Committee! The Group

welcomes everyone with an interest In
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participating. For information regarding how to
become involved with the planning committee,
contact one of the current officers.

Matt Smith

GROUP MEETINGS

The new millennium has brought some interesting
meetings. In January, Dr. Kyle Rollins made a
presentation regarding laterally loaded piles in
liquefied soils. Geotechnical engineering can be a
blast!

In February, Landau Associates put together a
presentation regarding the cleanup of the Western
Processing site and construction of an
embankment for the City of Kent at the same site.

The next meeting will be a joint meeting with
AEG on April 20, 2000 at the Rock Salt' Steak
House. Red Robinson and Bill Laprade of
Shannon & Wilson, Inc. will present some new
thinking regarding Seattle geology based on the
recently completed borings for the Sound Transit
Light Rail Project. Mark your calendars and sign
up early as this will likely be a well-attended
meeting.

The planning committee is beginning to plan next
years meetings. If you have suggestions for
meetings, please contact one of the group officers
with your suggestions.

Meeting Schedule

April 2000
20 Geology of -the Sound Transit

Alignment, presented by Red F.obinson
and Bill Laprade, Shannon & Wilson,
Inc. Location: Rock Salt Steak House,
Westlake Avenue, Seattle

April 2000

May 2000
11 Geotechnical Group Planning Committc

Meeting, Noon, Shannon & Wilson, Inc.,
RSVP: Rick Smith, rs @shanwil.com.

18 Factors of Safety and Reliability in
Geotechnical Engineering, presented by
J. Michael Duncan, Virginia Tech.
Location: Bellevue Hilton

July 2000
31— August 3

Pacific Rocks 2000: Rock Around the
Rim, Seattle, Washington

August 2000
5-8 GeoDenver 2000, Denver Colorado

QOctober 2000
18-21 ASCE National Convention, Seattle,
Washington

November 2000

19-24 GeoEng2000: An International
Conference on Geotechnical &
Geological Engineering, Melbourne,
Australia

STRONG MOTION ACCELEROGRAPH
SITING

The USGS is 'noking for sites to install 20 to 30
strong grow.id 1otion accelerographs in the Puget
Sound Area. All installations will be permanent
locations and all work must be completed br
September. If you are incerested in serving on
committee providing siting recommendations i
the USGS or if you have suggestions for sitin
criteria or are aware of facility owners that woul
be receptive to the installations, please call Pat
Grant, with PanGEO, Inc. at 206-262-0370 or e
mail your suggestions to pgrant@pangeoinc.com
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ASCE National Convention

One of the major conference events in the Pacific
Northwest during Year 2000 will be the American
Society of Civil Engineers Civil Engineering
Conference and Exposition. The conference will
be held at the Washington State Convention
Center in Seattle, Washington on October 18-21.

The comprehensive program will focus on day-to-
day practice issues and hands-on practical
solutions. It promises to be one of the most
interesting and well-attended conferences in our
area for civil engineers in all areas of practice —
consulting, construction, industry and
government.

There are significant opportunities for firms to
participate as sponsors for a wide range of events.
There are two events of particular interest to the
geosciences firms of our community. They are
the Karl Terzaghi Award Lecture and the GEO
Luncheon on October 20th. The contribution
levels for these events are $10,000 and $5,000
respectively. The Host Committee recognizes that
this is out of reach for most of our firms.
Therefore, we are promoting multi-firm
sponsorships for these specific events. Several
firms have already committed to the Terzaghi
Lecture at $300 to $500 each. There is room for
more but we expect these opportunities to be
taken quickly. You can get your Commitment
Form at the upcoming GT meeting on April 20 or,
if you want to beat the crowd, call Matt Smith at
425/861-6072.
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make a reservation but cannot attend the meeting,
call before the meeting to cancel your reservation.
This will help the geotechnical group save money
and may allow someone else an opportunity to
attend. Beginning with the September 2000
meeting, we will be charging those people who do
not cancel their reservations.

No-Shows Have Big Impact

Yes, it’s true! The geotechnical group loses
money for every no show at the monthly
meetings. For example, at the March meeting, the
group lost about $500 because people who made
reservations did not attend the meeting. Their
dinners still had to be paid for. Please, if you

NEWS ABOUT GEO-TOWN

The use of the Groundhog to inform others in the
Geotechnical Community as to what is happening
at your firm is encouraged. Anyone interested in
announcing news in future issues of the
Groundhoy should send articles to Rick Smith
(rs@shanwil.com).

AGI Technologies, Inc.

AGI Technologies Inc., A CDM Company, is
proud to announce the addition of several

. geotechnical engineers and geologists to our

growing Bellevue office. Roland Maynard, P.E.,
recently joined AGI as Principal Engineer
managing geotechnical engineering services.
Roland brings more than 21 years of geotechnical
engineering experience with particular expertise
working in the public sector as head of
Snohomish County’s geotechnical group.

Scott Hardman, P.E., has joined AGI as
Associate Engineer within the geotechnical
engineering services department, and brings more
than 15 years of geotechnical engineerir
experience to the firm. Other recent additions
include Jim McF'roy, Geotechnical Engineer,
and Kevin Roth, 5eologist.

Golder Associates

Golder entered the new millennium with an
unusually busy start. Golder recently finished
Cougar Mountain East Village geotechnical
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investigation and currently providing the support
for value engineering. Other recently completed
projects include: two large landslide along SR
101on Hood Canal and several shoring projects in
Seattle and Bellevue, eg. 1% & Broad,
Mediterranean Inn, 5™ & Yesler and Library
Square, etc. Looking ahead, we are expecting a
busy summer too. Sound Transit geotechnical
investigation for the International District and
Rainier Valley will start soon. Our new hires
include: Shawn Mcnamara who recently
graduated from University of Wisconsin, Madison
and Matt Malgesini who is currently working on
a part-time basis while finishing up his Master’s
thesis at UW. Matt will become a full time
employee after this summer. In spite of these new
hires, Golder is still looking to recruit more junior
level engineers.
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Dr. Chen holds Ph.D. and M.S. degrees in
Civil/Geotechnical Engineering from the Georgi
Institute of Technology, and a B.S. degree in Civil
Engineering from the National Chen-Kung
University in Taiwan. He is a registered
Professional Engineer in Washington, Florida, and
Georgia.

Hart Crowser

Jeff Wagner, P.E., Geotechnical Division
Manager at Hart Crowser, announced that Barry
S. Chen, Ph.D., P.E,, has joined the Seattle office
as Senior Associate in the Geotechnical
Engineering Group.

Dr. Chen has over 15 years of experience in
geotechnical  engineering, consulting, and
research. Prior to joining Hart Crowser, he was a
project manager for AGRA Earth &
Environmental, Inc. in Kirkland, Washington, and
for Dames & Moore, Inc. in Florida.

At Hart Crowser, Dr. Chen will serve as a senior
project manager and support the geotechnical
engineering operation for our Development
Services team. He is currently working on the
embankment design for the Sea-Tac Third
Runway Project, Microsoft Building 50 in
Redmond, and De Diego Expressway Bridge
Project in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Shannon & Wilson, Inc.

Shannon & Wilson, Inc. is proud to announce
the following promotions in our Seattle office:

Gregory R. Fischer, Ph.D., P.E., has been
promoted to Senior Associate. He has 14 years of
experience as a geotechnical and civil engineer.
His experience includes transportation,
infrastructure, building, waterfront, and landslide
projects, located in 4 countries and 12 states. He
has authored 15 technical papers and has taught
geotechnical and foundation engineering classes
at Seattle University and the University
Washington. Dr. Fischer recently served as the
Assistant Project Manager for Shannon &
Wilson’s Geotechnical Services contract for Link
Light Rail. He is active with ASCE, ASTM, and
the American Society for  Engineering
Management.

Stanley R. Boyle, Ph.D., P.E., has been
promoted to Associate. He is a geotechnical and
civil engineer with over 15 years of experience,
including: earth dam, irrigation canal and pipeline
construction; retaining wall design; and landslide
stabilization. Dr. Boyle is a member of our
Railroad Services Group. He is active with ASCT
and served as an officer of the ASCE Seatt’
Section Geotechnical Group ‘romr. 1997 to 1999.

Scott F. Bender, C.G.W.P,, E.P.G., has bee
promoted to Senior Assoclate. He is
hydrogeologist with over 14 years of experienc
and manages the Groundwater Group at Shannr~
& Wilson, Inc. He specializes in water 1ig.
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mitigation, groundwater supply, and large-scale
construction dewatering systems. Mr. Bender is a
member of the National Groundwater
Association, AWWA, American Institute of
Hydrology, and ASCE.

GeoEngineers

Doug Schwarm was recently promoted to an
Associate Geotechnical in the Portland office. In
the Bellingham office, Bill Hegge was hired as a
Senior Engineer and the Tacoma office hired
Matt Bond as a Staff 1 Geotechnical Engineer.

GéoEngineerS recently opened a new office in
Boise, Idaho. Dave O’Day, is the Principal and
Office Manager.

HELP WANTED
MARKETING ENGINEER

Donald B. Murphy Contractors, Inc.
(DBM/CM), a nationally recognized specialty
contractor, is seeking a qualified Marketing
Engineer for their Geotechnical Drilling Division
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in its Federal Way, Washington home office. This
division of DBM/CM specializes in the design
and construction of slope stabilization, earth
retention and foundation support projects. We are
seeking an individual with a minimum of five
years of practical experience and engineering
background. This position requires a BSCE
degree (MSCE preferred). Interested applicants
shall have a strong background in geotechnical
engineering, be results oriented, have good
communication skills, be capable of effectively
working with others and enjoy occasional travel.
Duties will be in the area of business
development, geotechnical analysis, structural
design, scheduling and cost estimating. Please
send resumes to:

Donald B. Murphy Contractors, Inc.
1220 South 356" Street
Federal Way, WA. 98003-7464
Attn: Tom Armour

An Equal Opportunity Employer

For more information, visit our website @
www.dbmcm.com



Groundhog April 2000

%

The Groundhog is the official publication of the Seattle Section Geotechnical Group of the ASCE.
The next issue of the Groundheg is scheduled for February 2000.

Articles are solicited from the Seattle Section membership as well as the general engineering
community. The Society and the Section are not responsible for any statement made or the opinions
expressed in this publication. This issue was prepared and edited by Rick Smith.

Advertising Rates:

Classified: First 35 words FREE. $10.00 for each additional 10 words.
Business Card® $15.00 each.

Send Ads to Rick Smith at the address on page 1.

! Provide typed, double-spaced copy or electronic submittal.

? Provide 2 business cards.
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