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Abstract
The observational method, originally developed by
Dr. Ralph Peck, provides a framework for assessing
rock slope stability and responding to instability.
With the increasing availability of new tools for
monitoring and interpretation, integrated with 
proven approaches, the observational method
can be used to increase our understanding and
optimize our approaches to managing rock 
slopes. However, the capacity of the slope to 
deform, prior to failure, is an important 
consideration when deciding whether and when 
this method is suitable. Several sites with different
scales of instability and potential consequences of
failure will be discussed in this talk, to highlight some
of the key considerations, including concerns and
limitations of the observational method for rock
slopes.

Organized by the UW Geotechnical Graduate Student Society (GIGSS)

2025
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

MAPLE HALL
GREAT ROOM

Dr. Jean Hutchinson
Queen’s University

Rock Slope Stability Assessment using the
Observational Method

PAID PARKING IS AVAILABLE AT
THE UW W-10 LOT, W-12 LOT

OR THE CENTRAL PLAZA
GARAGE.

FREE EVENT - DINNER INCLUDED!
PLEASE RSVP HERE

1135 NE CAMPUS PKWY
SEATTLE, WA 98105

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeU2duqNFA-oKnMe2ot8itWi2zOwvvQLcloFMWLwwbkL0wYPQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=100742513247492511593

